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provide Gauguin with funds, although as it happened he was
not in immediate need of money and a precipitous sale of his
latest work was not then such a necessity as it might once have
been* Chaudet had been ill at the time of the exhibition, and
this Gauguin felt was an unearned misfortune.
He was, as yet, in no mood to begin painting again and,
although he had enough money for half a year, there was now
little chance of Chaudet or de Monfreid sending him money
for many months* He estimated that his next parcel of canvases
would only reach de Monfreid in September 1900, nineteen
months later. It is difficult to imagine what he thought at that
time would be the cause of this long delay, unless it were a
pathetic or self-pitying over-estimate of time intended to
wound or cause remorse in Daniel de Monfreid, written in a
moment of petulant disappointment. De Monfreid, for some
reason, did not give him his opinion on his new canvases and
this depressed him, for he imagined from his silence that his
friend saw nothing to admire. A note from Schuffenecker,
unhappy this time because he was not a genius, did not help to
lift his gloom.
To Daniel he said: "Why did I not die last year? I shall soon
be fifty-one, worn out, tired in every limb; my sight gets worse
each day; consequently the strength necessary for this incessant
struggle is missing/'
Gauguin had scarcely had time to put his hut at Punavia in
order again when his valine returned to him to give birth to a
child. Her parents and other relations came with her to help,
and to pray. Gauguin told them to be patient and to let nature
act, but in vain. The excitement and prayers continued. It
was the day when the public conveyance was due to pass and
take letters to Papeete for the mail-boat, and Gauguin was
interrupted in his monthly note to de Monfreid by the
simultaneous arrival of the conveyance and his vaUnt's labour
pains.
The child was a boy and almost white. Gauguin was glad to
have a son, and felt that he might help him to take a proper